
with contributions by 
Jerome Berryman, Dominic Black,  

Ryan Campbell, John Chattin McNicols, 
Lisa Debney, Annemie Dillen, Petra 

Freudenberger-Lötz, Ursula U. Kaiser, 
Cheryl Minor, Trudie Morris, Angela  

Joy Morrison, Cora O’Farrell, Rune  
Øystese, Peter Privett, Wolfhard 
Schweiker, Friedrich Schweitzer, 

Andrew Sheldon, Martin Steinhäuser, 
Henrik Syse, Elizabeth Turner,  

Mirjam Zimmermann and many more

Godly Play –  
European Perspectives on  
Practice and Research

 How can Godly Play be researched? What might ‘evidence’ of this approach to spir- 
itual encounter with children look like? What questions should be asked, and 

what findings have already emerged? This book offers the first account of research 
being conducted in the field of Godly Play / Gott im Spiel, particularly drawing on 
European perspectives. Addressing a wide range of themes, the research studies 
reported here reveal the interrelation of specific aspects of Godly Play as spiritu-
al encounter, with possible research strategies and challenges, including ethical 
considerations. Readers will find discussion of both qualitative and quantitative 
approaches, and a variety of different methods of collecting and interpreting evi-
dence about Godly Play. The book also contains a series of reports from 17 countries. 
These describe the extent of Godly Play’s development in Europe, common themes 
as well as the rich diversity across different contexts and Christian traditions. Most 
contributions are in English, with some in German. All contributions have summaries 
in the other language.
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How can Godly Play be researched? What 
might ‘evidence’ of this approach to spi-

ritual encounter look like? What questions 
should be asked, and what findings have 
already emerged? This book offers the first 
account of research being conducted in the 
field, particularly drawing on European per-
spectives. Addressing a wide range of the-
mes, the research studies reported here re-
veal the interrelation of specific aspects of 
Godly Play, with possible research strategies 
and challenges, including ethical considera-
tions. Readers will find discussion of both 
qualitative and quantitative approaches, and 
a variety of different methods of collecting 
and interpreting evidence. The book also 
contains a series of reports from numerous 
European countries. These describe the ex-
tent of Godly Play’s development in Europe 
as well as the rich diversity across different 
contexts and Christian traditions. 

 W   iie kann Godly Play / Gott im Spiel be- 
forscht werden? Kann es so etwas ge-

ben wie „belastbare Evidenz“ im Kontext spi- 
ritueller Bildung? Welche Fragen sollten ge-
stellt werden und welche Ergebnisse liegen 
bereits vor? Dieses Buch wagt eine erste For-
schungsbilanz in europäischer Perspektive. 
In einem breiten Themenspektrum veran-
schaulichen Projektberichte den Zusam-
menhang zwischen inhaltlichen Aspekten 
und möglichen Forschungsstrategien sowie 
dabei anzuwendenden ethischen Kriterien. 
Leserinnen und Leser erhalten methodo-
logische Orientierung über qualitative wie 
quantitative Designs mit ihren jeweiligen 
Verfahren der Datenerhebung und -auswer-
tung. Das Buch enthält auch Berichte aus 
zahlreichen europäischen Ländern, in denen 
über die religionskulturellen Einbettungen 
von Godly Play informiert und die Diversität 
der Entwicklungen verdeutlicht wird. 
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