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SUMMARY

This book contains a significant part of my graduation work written in 2014 for the Institut de Formation
aux Ministéres in Fribourg and entitled « L'enfant théologien » Les paroles des enfants, en résonance a
la Parole de Dieu entendue, ont-elles une valeur théologique ? Vérification dans le concept Godly Play
(The theologian child: do children’s words echoing God’s Scripture have theological value?
Investigation using the Godly play concept).

As | was often encouraged to publish this paper and noticing the interest on the subject, | began to work
on new research and discovered new authors. In the light of these new contributions as well as my
experience as Godly Play narrator and trainer | prepared this book, intended primarily for religious
educators but also for parents and for anyone interested in child spirituality.

The catechetical concept of Godly Play® places children in a specific environment where, after having
been presented with a story from the Bible, they feel supported in their personal reactions to it. It is
through this particular experience of Scripture that children can learn to express and develop their
spirituality, and to become better acquainted with God, with themselves and with others.

As | was reading the first volume of the collection «The Complete Guide to Godly Play», and especially
the chapter « Jesus’ remarkable view of children », | realized how well Jesus understood children. He
had the intelligence of the heart and the soul. Twenty centuries prior to the development of psychology
and child spirituality, he had perceived what children were and cherished them! However, his positive
view of children was not shared by his contemporaries.

The first chapter presents a brief overview of how children were considered in Jesus’ time, within the
Church throughout the centuries and in Western society up until nowadays.

Due to the teachings of Maria Montessori, Frangoise Dolto and others, we currently consider children
as persons-to-be that have the potential and the capacity to learn enclosed in themselves. Sofia
Cavaletti took a step further by observing their « religious potential » in the catechetical centre she
founded in Rome. Rebecca Nye has accomplished research to highlight a common form of spirituality
shared by all children. The works of these women, as well as of other theologians and scientists, enable
us to look into children’s spirituality and try to understand it. As publications in French on this subject
are relatively scarce, | decided to present a summary of my personal research in chapter two.

This is followed by the examination of the theological value of children’s actions and words. Do they
reveal anything about God? Is Revelation expressed by their distinct languages, verbal and non-verbal?
Do children open the Kingdom doors? Yes. Careful listening and analysis of the interchanges in
catechetical activities confirm that children are indeed budding theologians. Through their ponderings
and the answers they find in themselves, they open the doors of a world into which we are all invited to
enter with a child’s soul and thus enable the access to God’s Kingdom... In the third chapter, children’s
reactions followed by a theological comment are reported.

The fourth chapter presents the theology of childhood that has been developed through the identified
features of the young ones in order to present them as models to adult Christians. These attributes
clearly show the intense spiritual life of children. | also cover in this chapter what is meant by the notion
of « theologian child ». Acknowledging children’s own spirituality is believing that God can also be
revealed by them in a very particular manner. Thus accepted as a person already in a relationship with
God, children can evangelize in their own way. Children in turn teach and catechize. From this
viewpoint, the child’s place in catechesis changes, but above all it's the adult’s position that is altered.
Catechetical approaches such as the theological debate or Godly play emphasize how the child is no
longer considered solely as someone to whom everything has to be taught.

The fifth chapter presents an analysis of biblical texts where children are represented. These texts
discuss the spirituality of the child and of the theologian child, in addition to revealing the position of the
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accompanying adults. Despite the fact that in the Jewish society apparently children did not seem
worthy of interest, some passages in the Bible mentioning them shine as precious jewels left behind by
the Holy Spirit who undoubtedly inspired its authors.

Since the Godly play approach in religious education is not well-known in the French-speaking world,
the sixth chapter endeavors to present its pedagogical and theological vision, as well as how this
approach supports child spirituality and the expression of the « theologian child ».

In conclusion, it is my dear hope to have opened up lines of thought that lead to a renewed catechesis
where all actors engage in the evangelization process. The catechesis is thus transformed by the Good
News, because everything that follows regarding child spirituality and the theologian child disrupts
strongly our perception. It turns our models for Christian education upside down. Yet the Good News
can be here summarized in these words spoken by Jesus: «Whoever will give honour to one such little
child in my name, gives honour to me: and whoever gives honour to me, gives honour not to me, but to
him who sent me.» (Mark 9,37). Embracing children, their spirituality and their intuitive theology, is
embracing Jesus and God Himself.

Are you ready? The children stand at the doorway and they invite us to enter the Kingdom.
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